








Cultural & 
Economy: 
Sheep in 
Scotland 
in the 21st 
Century 

• 6.6 million Sheep – declining due to FM 
& Brexit uncertainty 

• 1/3 of farmers have some sheep 

• 85% of Scottish land classified at Less 
Favourable 

• Market based mainly on meat sales 

• Wool currently has a very low price 

• Sheep overgrazing considered a 
conservation issue in uplands 

 



Potential to Influence 
Trainers & Raise 
Status of Shepherding 

• Promoting benefits for climate change mitigation & 
increased local land, food & materials 

• Agro-pastoralism has multiple potential benefits in 
Scotland & needs to be part of shepherd training  

• Increased conservation grazing promotion for 
conservation organisations & land owners 

• Local food networks & small scale shepherding 
increasing & could be a key target audience for 
improved training 

• Increasing the diversity of economically viable wool 
usage options in Scotland 

• Connecting to Heritage organisations, linking past 
heritage with future career paths.  

 



Training Systems & Networks 
for Sheep & Shepherds 

• SRUC (Scottish Rural Colleges) – degree level training 

• LANTRA (Veterinary & Land-based Vocational & 
Professional Qualifications) 

• Wool Shearing Certificates (British Wool Marketing 
Board) 

• International Sheep Dog Association (Scotland) 

• National Sheep Association & Breed Associations 

• Informal short courses for small holders and hobby 
farming 

• Conservation Grazing (GAP – Grazing Animals Project) 
– Rare Breeds Survival Trust, Scottish Wildlife Trust, 
Scottish Forestry & Land) 

• Farm Woodland Forum (not currently overtly linked to 
shepherds) 

 


